
 
 

Year 4 Home Learning 
 

 
A child in Lower KS2 should spend an average of between 15-30 minutes a day on their homework. 
 
 
Reading 
 
10 - 15 minutes regular reading (at least 4 times per week).  This should include sharing their book with an adult and 
discussing the content and their understanding, as well as being heard read out loud.  Please record all reading on Boom 
Reader.  The children can also do this themselves through the child account.  
 
 
Spelling 
 
Spelling practice of Statutory Spellings. These are spread out across the year and focus spellings will be tested at the end of 
each half term. Please continue to practice all statutory spellings throughout the year even after your child has been tested. 
 
 
Times tables and Division 
 
Practising of all times tables and related division facts, through a variety of games and/or online activities. Children are expected 
to know the times tables up to 12 x 12. These will be assessed every half term.  Please see ideas below of how to practise them. 

 
 
Optional additional homework  
 
This will be related to subjects across curriculum areas and will be given each term. 
See the grid below for this term’s ideas.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Reading Question Stem 

 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
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 • What does this word/phrase/sentence tell you about the 

character/setting/mood? 
• Can you find this word in the dictionary? 
• By writing in this way, what effect has the author created? 
• What other words/phrases could the author have used here? 
• How has the author made you feel by writing...? 
• Which word tells you that…? 
• Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to…? 

• Can you find the meaning or a word with a similar meaning in a dictionary 
or thesaurus? 
• What does this word/phrase/sentence tell you about the character/setting/mood? 
• By writing..., what effect has the author created? 
• Do you think they intended to? 
• What other words/phrases could the author have used here? Why? How has the 
author…? 
• Which word is closest in meaning to…? 

• Can you quickly find…in the dictionary and thesaurus? 
• What does this word/phrase/sentence tell you about the character/setting/mood? 
• By writing..., what effect has the author created? Do you think they intended to? 
• What other words/phrases could the author have used here? Why? 
• How has the author made you/this character feel by writing...? Why? 
• Find and highlight the word which is closest in meaning to … 
• Find a word which demonstrates… 
• Can you rewrite this in the style of the author using your own words? 
• How have simile and metaphor been used here to enhance the text? 
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• What do you think.... means? 
• Why do you think that? 
• Why do you think...? 
• How do you think....? 
• Can you explain why....? 
• What do these words mean and why do you think that the author 
chose them? 
• Find and copy a group of words which show…? 
• How does the description of … show that they are…? 
• Who is telling the story? 
• Why has the character done this at this time? 

• What do you think.... means? 
• Why do you think that? Could it be anything else? 
• I think....; do you agree? Why / why not? 
• How do you think....? 
• Can you explain why....? 
• Can you explain why based on two different pieces of evidence? 
• What do these words mean and why do you think that the author chose them? 
• Find and copy a group of words which show that… 
• What impression of …do you get from this paragraph? 

• What do you think… means? Why do you think that? Could it be anything else? 
• I think....; do you agree? Why/why not? 
• Why do you think the author? decided to...? 
• Can you explain why...? Can you give me evidence from somewhere else in the 
text? 
• What do these words mean and why do you think that the author chose them? 
• How does the author make you feel? 
• What impression do you get from these paragraphs? 
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 • Can you think of another story with a similar theme? 

• Which stories have openings like this? 
• Do you think that this story will develop the same way? 
• Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence the 
story? 
• What happened before this and what do you think will happen after? 
• Do you think the setting will have an impact on plot moving forward? 

• Can you think of another text with a similar theme? How do their plots differ? 
• Which stories have openings like this? Do you think that this story will develop the 
same way? 
• Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence the story? 
• What does this paragraph suggest what will happen next? 
• Do you think … will happen? Explain your answers with evidence from the text. 

• Can you think of another story with a similar theme? How do their plots differ? 
• Which stories have openings like this? Do you think that this story will develop 
the same way? 
• Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence the story? 
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• What is similar/different about two characters? 
• Explain why... did that. 
• Describe different characters’ reactions to the same event. 
• Is this as good as...? 
• Which is better and why? 
• Why do you think they chose to order the text in this way? 
• What is the purpose of this text and who do you think it was written 
for? 
• What is the author’s viewpoint? How do you know? 
• How are these two sections in the text linked? 

• What is similar/different about two characters? Did the author intend that? 
• Explain why... did that. 
• Describe different characters’ reactions to the same event. 
• Is this as good as...? 
• Which is better and why? 
• What can you tell me about how this text is organised? 
• Why is the text arranged in this way? 
• What is the purpose of this text and who is the audience? 
• How does the author engage the reader here? 
• Which section was the most …? Why? 

• What is similar/different about two characters? Did the author intend that? 
• Explain why... did that. 
• Describe different characters’ reactions to the same event. 
• Does this story have a moral? 
• Which is better and why? 
• How is the text organised and what impact does this have on you as a reader? 
• Why has the text been written this way? 
• How can you tell whether it is fact and opinion? 
• How is this text similar to the writing we have been doing? 
• How does the author engage the audience? 
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• Who are the characters in this text? 
• When / where is this story set? How do you know? 
• Which part of the story best describes the setting? 
• What do you think is happening here? 
• What might this mean? 
• How might I find the information quickly? 
• What can I use to help me navigate this book? 
• How would you describe the story? 
• Whose perspective is the story told from? 

• Find the... in this text. Is it anywhere else? 
• When/where is this story set? How do you know? 
• Find the part of the story that best describes the setting. 
• What do you think is happening here? Why? 
• What might this mean? 
• Whose perspective is the story told by and how do you know? 
• How can you use the subheading to help you here? 

• Find the... in this text. Is it anywhere else? 
• When/where is this story set? Find evidence in the text. 
• Find the part of the story that best describes the setting. 
• What do you think is happening here? Why? 
• Who is telling this story? 
• Can you skim/scan quickly to find the answer? 
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• What is the main point in this paragraph? 
• Sum up what has happened so far in X words or less. 
• Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? 
• Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the same themes? 
• Have you noticed any similarities between this text and any others 
you have read? 
• What do I need to jot down to remember what I have read? 

• What is the main point in this paragraph? Is it mentioned anywhere else? 
• Sum up what has happened so far in X words/seconds or less. 
• Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? Why? 
• Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the same themes? 
• How might I record this to ensure the best possible outcome? 

• What is the main point in this paragraph? Is it mentioned anywhere else? 
• Sum up what has happened so far in… words/seconds or less. 
• Which is the most important point in these paragraphs? Why? 
• Do any sections/paragraphs deal with the same themes? 
• Can you find a text with a similar theme? 



 
 

 



 
 

Lower Key Stage 2 Statutory Spellings – Spring Term (1)  

(Year 4)  

Each half-term, the children will receive a selection of the Year 3 & 4 statutory spellings to practise at home. At the end of each half-

term, the children will be tested on these spellings to see how confident they are. Some suggestions for different ways to practise the 

statutory words are attached. I hope you will find them useful.  

Spring Term (2) 

famous appear believe answer notice ordinary 

although through different thought occasionally extreme 

guide important remember arrive fruit height 

heard knowledge circle natural breathe  

heard different special imagine caught promise 

appear remember heart earth peculiar bicycle 

believe arrive disappear experience strange possession 

     potatoes 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Ideas to support the learning of times tables and division facts. 

 
Other good websites include: 

 
Purple Mash - https://www.purplemash.com/login/#/portal/standrewssg10/child 

Top Marks - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ 
BBC BItesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Math is Fun - https://www.mathsisfun.com/ 
Maths Frame - https://mathsframe.co.uk/ 

 

 
Hit the Button online game 

 
 

 
Learn a Times Tables song 
from YouTube Kids or BBC 

Supermovers 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Play Times Tables Bingo! 

 

 

 
Find the patterns in number 

bonds and times tables 
 
 

 
Practise on long and short car 

journeys 
 
 
 

 

 
Write them down as quickly as 

you can! 
 
 

 
TT Rock Stars 

 
 

 
Learn a silly rhyme 

E.g. 6 and 8 went on a date and 
didn’t come back until they were 

48! 
 
 

https://www.purplemash.com/login/#/portal/standrewssg10/child
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.mathsisfun.com/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/


 
 

 
Spring Year 4 Homework Grid – Some fun learning activities you could try at home! 


