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Year 5 trip to Colchester Zoo 
 
On Friday, Year 5 enjoyed a hot but fabulous day at Colchester Zoo. We 
saw animals from all over the world including rhinos, chimpanzees, 
cheetahs, elephants, Pygmy hippos and penguins... though the Guinea 
pigs were also a firm favourite! We enjoyed feeding the parakeets and a 
shady lunch by the giraffes and ostriches. A huge thank you to all our 
volunteer helpers; Mrs Steel, Mr Reynard, Mr Broyd and Mrs Pickering. It 
really was a great day and I'm sure all year 5 will slept well on Friday 
night!  

 
 
 
 
Reception trip to Ardeley Farm 
 
Our Reception class had the most lovely day on Friday at Church Farm Ardeley, spending time 
with the animals, collecting eggs and making bug houses! The owners of the farm noted what a 
lovely group they were – of course! Huge thanks to our adult helpers on the day. 
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Doctor Doolittle Musical Theatre 
 
We all enjoyed an end of term treat last week. Image Musical Theatre group performed their very 
interactive version of Doctor Doolittle. All the children participated with the songs and several had 
a chance to be actors themselves! 

 
 
 



Moving up morning 
 
Having had ‘magic dust’ sprinkled on them by Mrs Dimond, the children had a lovely morning last 
week, meeting their new teachers in their new classrooms. EYFS also hosted a stay and play 
session for our new Nursery children and a Welcome to Reception parents talk. Please do join us 
for our Meet the Teacher sessions below to find out more: 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 

We were delighted to welcome Bishop's Stortford library to our school last week, to talk to the 
children about this year's summer reading challenge.  As always, the library will be welcoming 
children of all ages to keep up their reading over the holidays and offering certificates and prizes 
to those who complete the challenge.  Please do 
pop in, if you have the chance and take part.  
We would love to celebrate everybody's reading 
achievements when we return in September.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet the teacher dates and times for September 2026 
 
Our Meet the Teacher Meetings will set out the learning and expectations for the new academic 
year. We will be discussing home learning and there will be an opportunity to ask questions to the 
new class teachers. We hope you will be able to join us: 
 
Thursday 3rd September 2.45pm – Year 6 
Friday 4th September 2.45pm – Year 5 
Monday 7th September 2.45pm – Year 1 
Tuesday 8th September 2.45pm – Year 2 
Thursday 10th September 2.45pm – Year 4 
Friday 11th September 2.45pm – Year 3  
Tuesday 15th September 9.05am - Reception 
Wednesday 16th September 9.05am - Nursery 

Every Day Counts 

Congratulations to Rhys who won this week’s draw.  

He has still to decide which prize to win! Decisions, decisions! 

Well done Rhys! 

Better luck next week to everyone else. 

EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

 
 



St. Andrew’s Church – Blessing the Pets 

 

St. Andrew’s Church would like to invite everybody along to a very 

special half hour service on Sunday 19th July.  Please bring along the 

furry, scaley and feathery members of your family for a blessing from 

Reverand Tayo.  We expect it to be a fun and wonderfully spiritual way 

of celebrating all of God’s creatures.  

 

Parking Reminder 

 

Please can we remind all parents and carers to drive and park considerately at drop-off and pick-

up times.  Our neighbours in Oudle Lane have raised concerns that congestion is making it 

increasingly difficult for them to leave their homes, particularly in the mornings. We would be 

grateful if everyone could park responsibly and avoid blocking driveways or access routes. 

Thank you for your support and consideration. 

 
Y5 are fundraising to keep our local rivers clean! 

 

As part of their Young Leaders’ Award, Year 5 are holding a cake and 

craft sale after school on Thursday 16th July.  They are aiming to 

raise funds for the River Fly Monitoring 

organisation, who are responsible for overseeing 

the healthiness of our local chalk streams and 

rivers.  This vital organisation relies on volunteers to ensure regular checks 

are taken and to raise any issues with wildlife and pollution.  We do hope 

that you will come and support this worthy cause, which helps to ensure our 

beautiful River Ash is kept clean and healthy.  

 
School Lunch Summer Menu 2026 
 

 
  



We are a Nut and Sesame-Free School 
 
St Andrew’s is a ‘No Nut’ school.  Please do not bring any foods containing nut or 
sesame into school (including pesto and hummus).  Thank you. 
 
Pupil Premium and Free School Meals  

The school is aware that with the Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) programme 

automatically providing all children up to the end of Year 2 with a free meal every day, many 

families do not apply for means-tested free school meal provision until their child reaches Year 3.  

This could mean parents are missing out on other sources of support they are entitled to, 

linked to household income and the benefits of associated pupil premium funding.    

When your child reaches year 3 school meals become chargeable.  

What is a Free School Meal?   A KS2 school meal costs £3.60 per day.  Multiply this 

by 190 (days in a school year) and Free School Meals are worth £684 a year!  

Please see link below to check your eligibility: 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-

meals/free-school-meals.aspx 

Useful links 

St Andrew's School Website… did you know? 
We aim to make our school website a 'one stop shop' for information about our vibrant school.  
https://standrews236.herts.sch.uk/ 
 
Here you can find information about your child's learning in all areas of the curriculum, a number 
of useful school policies, information about school uniform, upcoming events, links to outside 
school support and so much more!  If there is anything extra that you would like to see on our 
school website, do drop Mrs Dimond an email via the school office and we'll see what we can 
do.   Please find other useful links below: 
 
Much Hadham Preschool 
https://www.muchhadhampreschool.co.uk/  
 

In School 

Amazon – Buy a Birthday Book Suggestion List  

Nursery and Reception: https://amzn.eu/al6WYEG 

Year 1 and Year 2: https://amzn.eu/fBRhfZI 

Year 3 and Year 4: https://amzn.eu/jbNTsjQ 

Year 5 and Year 6: https://amzn.eu/aQO9ylu 

Arbor Payments 
https://st-andrews-ce-primary-school-and-nursery.uk.arbor.education/?/ 

Hertfordshire Catering Ltd Special Dietary Menu Application (now called Citrus) 
Allergies & Nutrition Information | HCL 

 
Hertfordshire Catering https://www.hcl.co.uk/parents/primary-school  
 
School Uniform 
AVM Schoolwear:  Schoolwear – AVM Workwear and Embroidery Ltd 
E-squared/Top Form Uniform:  About Us - Top Form Schoolwear 
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx
https://standrews236.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.muchhadhampreschool.co.uk/
https://amzn.eu/al6WYEG
https://amzn.eu/fBRhfZI
https://amzn.eu/jbNTsjQ
https://amzn.eu/aQO9ylu
https://st-andrews-ce-primary-school-and-nursery.uk.arbor.education/?/
https://www.hcl.co.uk/allergy-overview
https://www.hcl.co.uk/parents/primary-school
https://www.avmworkwear.co.uk/product-category/schoolwear/
https://www.top-form.co.uk/about-us/


Second Hand Uniform – from Friends of St Andrew’s school 
Please email requests to : friendsofstandrewsmh@gmail.com 
 
External/other links 
 
Hertfordshire Free School Meals 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-
meals/free-school-meals.aspx 
 
DSPL Website 
Developing Special Provision Locally (DSPL) 3 - Home 

 
Hertfordshire Families First 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 
 
Pharmacies First 
How pharmacies can help - NHS 
 
East Herts Council – Keeping Safe Online 
Get Safe Online | The UK's leading Online Safety Advice Resource 
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 2026 

**  Parents and carers are invited to the events that are highlighted  **  
** PTA Events ** 
 
Wednesday, 15/07/2026 – Meet the Nursery Team for parents at 1.30 pm 
Thursday, 16/07/2026 – Year 5 cake and craft sale after school to support the River Fly Monitoring 
organisation 
Monday, 20/07/2026 – Year 6 Leavers’ Service at church AM 
Tuesday, 21/07/2026 – Term ends at 2 pm 
 
Wednesday, 02/09/2026 – First Day of Term 
Thursday, 03/09/2026 – Year 6 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm 
Friday, 04/09/2026 – Year 5 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm 
Monday, 07/09/2026 – Year 1 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm 
Tuesday, 08/09/2026 – Year 2 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm 
Wednesday, 09/09/2026 – First Day for Nursery Class Children 
Thursday, 10/09/2026 – Year 4 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm  
Friday, 11/09/2026 – Year 3 Meet Your Teacher 2.45 pm 
Tuesday, 15/09/2026 – Year R Meet Your Teacher 9.05 am 
Wednesday, 16/09/2026 – YN Meet Your Teacher 9.05 am  
Tuesday, 22/09/2026- Thursday 24/09/2026 – Y5 Aylmerton Trip 
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Term Dates for 2025/2026 

Summer Term 2026 

Monday, 13 April 2026 Term begins 

Monday, 4 May 2026 May Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday, 25 May to Friday, 29 May 2026 Half term 

Monday, 1 June 2026 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 21 July 2026 Term ends 2pm 

Wednesday, 22 July 2026 Inset – school closed 

Thursday, 23 July 2026 Inset – school closed 

Term Dates for 2026/2027 

Autumn Term 2026 

Tuesday, 1 September 2026 Inset – school closed 

Wednesday, 2 September 2026 Term begins 

Monday, 26 October - Friday 30 October 2026 Half term 

Friday, 27 November 2026 Occasional day – school closed 

Friday, 18 December 2026 Term ends 2pm 

Spring Term 2027 

Monday, 4 January 2027 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 5 January 2027 Term begins 

Monday, 15 February to Friday, 19 February 2027 Half term 

Thursday, 25 March 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Summer Term 2027 

Monday, 12 April 2027 Term begins 

Monday, 3 May 2027 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Monday, 31 May to Friday, 4 June 2027 Half term 

Monday, 7 June 2027 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 20 July 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Wednesday, 21 July 2027 Inset – school closed 

Thursday, 22 July 2027 Inset – school closed 

 

Term Dates for 2027/2028 

Autumn Term 2027 

Wednesday, 1 September 2027 Inset – school closed 

Thursday, 2 September 2027 Inset – school closed 

Friday, 3 September 2027 Inset – school closed 

Monday, 6 September 2027 Term begins 

Monday, 25 October - Friday 29 October 2027 Half term 

Friday, 26 November 2027 Occasional day – school closed 

Friday, 17 December 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Spring Term 2028 

Tuesday, 4 January 2028 Term begins 

Monday, 14 February to Friday, 18 February 2028 Half term 

Friday, 31 March 2028 Term ends 2pm 

Summer Term 2028 

Tuesday, 18 April 2028 Term begins 

Monday, 1 May 2028 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Monday, 29 May to Friday, 2 June 2028 Half term 

Monday, 5 June 2028 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 6 June 2028 Back to school 

Friday, 21 July 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Monday, 24 July 2027 Inset – school closed 

 

  



School Noticeboard 

 

 

Administration Assistant for River Ash Benefice (The Parishes of Much Hadham, Little Hadham and Albury) 

 

Job Specification: 

 

The Benefice is looking for someone to provide administrative support under a contract for services.  We are 
looking for 6 hours a week, spread over 2 to 3 days, on the basis of a regular commitment to the same hours 
and days each week.  Hourly rate and other terms to be agreed.  We would want the individual usually 
to provide the services in the Rectory office, in Station Road, Much Hadham. 
 
The support required includes: 
 
* being a key face of the Benefice to the outside world, including to people who are contacting us in times of 
stress 
* dealing with phone calls and answerphone messages 
* dealing with emails 
* assisting with the organisation of weekly and other occasional events 
* diary co-ordination for the organisation and Priest – in Charge 
* maintenance of a simple website 
* ordering of supplies 
* liaison with a small team of volunteers and trustees, helping them to collaborate effectively 
 
Essential skills and attributes 
 
* friendly and approachable 
* comfortable working in a team with a strong Christian ethos 
* very well organised 
* able to work with minimal supervision 
* able to prioritise, and explain to others why certain things are priorities  
* discretion and sensitivity 
* expertise in Microsoft Office 
* ability to typeset flyers, booklets etc 
* understanding of the principles of Data Protection 
 
Specialist training and support in connection with Church – related matters can be provided. 
 
Ideally, the provider of services would also be able to offer: 
 
* the ability to help us with social media 
* basic book-keeping  
* an understanding of the law relating to charities and other relevant issues, such as Gift Aid 
* willingness to pick up extra hours occasionally, as and when requested. 
 
If you are interested please contact Nick Brent on 01279-842615 for a further discussion. 
 
-- 
 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



Premier Education Summer Holiday Camps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


