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Home/School Value – Creation and Creativity 
 
EVERY DAY COUNTS 
 
Do you ever have trouble getting your child out of bed on a school day?  Reluctant to come to 
school, but you know they have a great time once they're here? 
 
As part of our EVERY DAY COUNTS initiative, Mrs Dimond has asked the Pupil Parliament 
about ways to encourage all children to come to school every day they are well enough to do 
so. 
 
The children have devised a raffle-type system, whereby every child in school on time will 
receive a daily raffle ticket to go in 'the draw'. Classroom doors are closed promptly at 8.55am. 
 
Each week, at Friday Celebration Assembly, one ticket will be drawn to choose a prize from the 
prize box.  
 
The children have suggested the following prizes: 

• Pens/pencils/notepads 
• Resin animals 
• Fidget toys 
• A voucher for the next cake sale 
• A voucher for an own clothes day 
• Small balls/footballs 

 
This light-hearted initiative complements our 'support first' approach to school attendance.  
If you have any concerns around your child's attendance, please do speak to a member of staff. 
 

 

Congratulations to George in 

Year 5 who won the first draw! 

He chose an own clothes day of 

his choice. 

Well done George! 

Better luck next week to 

everyone else. 
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Nursery Class places in September 2026 

The application deadline for Nursery in September 2026 has now passed.   

However, do not despair!  If you or anyone you know would be interested in 

joining our Nursery Class please contact the school office for further 

information on 01279 842626 or email admin@standrews236.herts.sch.uk 

Walking and Wheeling! 

 

Well done to all our families who tried out a more sustainable way of travelling into school this 

week for the Big Walk and Wheel Event. It was great to see local children walking, scooting and 

cycling into school, and for those who live a little further away – parking and striding into school! 

The children have also really enjoyed using their bikes and scooters on the court at playtimes. 

 

Many of our Year 6s have also been honing their cycling skills during their Bikeability week – 

building the skills and confidence for safe cycling on the road. 

 

Come and See Events – Reception and Year 1 

 

It was wonderful to see so many families at our “Come and See” event in Reception. The 
children enjoyed spring crafts, singing our Hot Cross Bunny song, and exploring both indoor 
and outdoor provision with their adults in the sunshine. They had great fun making playdough 
hot cross buns and tasting Easter nests, while parents were able to see the fantastic progress 

and development taking place. Thank you to all who came! 🙂 

 
 
Year 1 were delighted to welcome their families into class for our DT hand puppet–making 
‘Come and See’ morning.  The turnout was fantastic, and it was wonderful to see such strong 
support from families.   
Together, children and parents created hand puppets inspired by characters from Little Red 
Riding Hood.  The session focused on developing skills in joining materials, with everyone 
showing great creativity and enthusiasm.  It was hard to tell who enjoyed it more - the children 
or the parents!   
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the day such a success. 
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Y5 Quicksticks Hockey 

 

Last Thursday, Year 5 travelled to Birchwood High school to take part in the annual Quicksticks 

Hockey Tournament.  Our 3 teams, (ably managed by Mrs Cole, Mrs Zenonos and Mrs Small), 

competed in several games against schools from twelve other schools in the Bishops Stortford 

Partnership.   

 

Despite most of our games being against Year 6 pupils, our Year 5’s showed real ‘grit’ in their 

matches winning six out of the eleven played!   As ever, the children played with fantastic team 

spirit, self-belief and were great sports.   We were incredibly proud of them.  

 

Thank you to all our parents for driving the children to and from the event.  

  
Netball friendly v Windhill21 
 
Yesterday, children from our after school netball club took part in their first ever competitive netball 
match against a team from Windhill21.  It was a really exciting game with both teams taking the 
lead at different times of the match, with Windhill finally winning 10 goals to 9. At the end of the 
match, there were lots of smiles from the girls who had really enjoyed playing against another 
school and wanted to play again! 
 
Well done Olivia, Libby, Megan, Clara, Seren, Eliana, Emily, Amber, Bella and Lucy for playing 
the game in great spirit all the way to the end.   Thank you to our parents and supporting the team 
throughout the match. 
 

Attendance Spring Term  

 
 Autumn

Totals 
w/e  
09/01 

w/e  
16/01 

w/e 
23/01 

w/e  
30/01 

w/e 
06/02 

w/e 
13/02 

w/e 
27/02 

w/e 
06/03 

 

Nursery 89.1% 89.0% 89.1% 89.9% 88.9% 89.1% 89.2% 87.5% 87.5%  

Reception 93.9% 94.0% 93.9% 93.7% 93.8% 93.7% 93.4% 93.2% 92.7%  

Year 1 93.7% 93.7% 93.9% 94.0% 94.0% 94.3% 94.2% 94.3% 94.2%  

Year 2 90.7% 90.8% 91.2% 91.2% 91.5% 91.6% 91.7% 91.8% 92.0%  

Year 3 95.3% 94.9% 94.8% 94.5% 94.6% 94.6% 94.6% 94.7% 94.7%  

Year 4 92.8% 92.5% 92.6% 92.8% 92.8% 92.8% 92.8% 93.0% 93.3%  

Year 5 93.4% 93.3% 92.6% 92.6% 93.1% 93.0% 93.0% 93.0% 93.2%  

Year 6 95.1% 95.1% 94.9% 94.8% 94.8% 94.9% 95.0% 94.9% 95.1%  

           

Totals 93.4% 93.3% 93.2% 93.2% 93.3% 93.4% 93.4% 93.3% 93.4%  

 
School Lunch Price Increase 
 
In accordance with HCL’s meal price increase for the 2026-2027 financial year, the price of a 
school meal for children in Years 3-6 will increase by 10p to £3.60 day from 1 April 2026.  Meals 
for children in Reception and Years 1 and 2 are free of charge.  
 



We are a Nut-Free School 
 
St Andrew’s is a ‘No Nut’ school.  Please do not bring any foods containing nut or 
sesame into school (including pesto and hummus).  Thank you. 
 
Pupil Premium and Free School Meals  

The school is aware that with the Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) programme 

automatically providing all children up to the end of Year 2 with a free meal every day, many 

families do not apply for means-tested free school meal provision until their child reaches Year 3.  

This could mean parents are missing out on other sources of support they are entitled to, 

linked to household income and the benefits of associated pupil premium funding.    

When your child reaches year 3 school meals become chargeable.  

What is a Free School Meal?   A KS2 school meal costs £3.50 per day.  Multiply this 

by 190 (days in a school year) and Free School Meals are worth £665 a year!  

Please see link below to check your eligibility: 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-

meals/free-school-meals.aspx 

Useful links 

St Andrew's School Website… did you know? 
We aim to make our school website a 'one stop shop' for information about our vibrant school.  
 
https://standrews236.herts.sch.uk/ 
 
Here you can find information about your child's learning in all areas of the curriculum, a number 
of useful school policies, information about school uniform, upcoming events, links to outside 
school support and so much more!  If there is anything extra that you would like to see on our 
school website, do drop Mrs Dimond an email via the school office and we'll see what we can 
do.   Please find other useful links below: 
 
Much Hadham Preschool 
https://www.muchhadhampreschool.co.uk/  
 

 

In School 

Amazon – Buy a Birthday Book Suggestion List  

Nursery and Reception: https://amzn.eu/al6WYEG 

Year 1 and Year 2: https://amzn.eu/fBRhfZI 

Year 3 and Year 4: https://amzn.eu/jbNTsjQ 

Year 5 and Year 6: https://amzn.eu/aQO9ylu 

School Gateway 
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/login 
 

Hertfordshire Catering Ltd Special Dietary Menu Application (now called Citrus) 
Special Diet Application - HCL 
 
Hertfordshire Catering https://www.hcl.co.uk/parents/primary-school  
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School Uniform 
AVM Schoolwear:  Schoolwear – AVM Workwear and Embroidery Ltd 
E-squared/Top Form Uniform:  About Us - Top Form Schoolwear 
 
Second Hand Uniform – from Friends of St Andrew’s school 
Please email requests to : friendsofstandrewsmh@gmail.com 
 
External/other links 
 
Hertfordshire Free School Meals 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/at-school/free-school-
meals/free-school-meals.aspx 
 
DSPL Website 
Developing Special Provision Locally (DSPL) 3 - Home 

 
Hertfordshire Families First 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirst 
 
Pharmacies First 
How pharmacies can help - NHS 
 
East Herts Council – Keeping Safe Online 
Get Safe Online | The UK's leading Online Safety Advice Resource 
 
 

Diary Dates 2025-2026 

**  Parents and carers are invited to the events that are highlighted  **  
** PTA Events ** 
 
Tuesday, 24/03/2026 - Nursery parents and carers invited to collective worship: and 
Tuesday, 24/03/2026 – Nursery Class Come and See 
Tuesday, 24/03/2026 – Y3 and Y4 Production ‘Take that Jack’  Performances at 2.15 pm and at 
5.30 pm 
Wednesday, 15/03/2026 – 08/07/2026 – Y3 Swimming lessons (12 sessions) 
Wednesday, 25/03/2026 – Church Easter Service at St Andrew’s Church 9.30am 
Friday, 27/03/2026 – End of Spring Term 2.00 pm finish 
 
Monday, 13/04/2026 – Start of Summer Term 
 
 
Monday, 01/06/2026 – Friday, 05/06/2026 – Y6 Brenscombe Trip 
Tuesday, 22/09/2026- Thursday 24/09/2026 – Y5 Aylmerton Trip 
  

Term Dates for 2025/2026 

Spring Term 2026 

Monday, 5 January 2026 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 6 January 2026 Term begins 

Monday, 16 February to Friday, 20 February 2026 Half term 

Friday, 27 March 2026 Term ends 2pm 

Summer Term 2026 

Monday, 13 April 2026 Term begins 

Monday, 4 May 2026 May Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday, 25 May to Friday, 29 May 2026 Half term 

Monday, 1 June 2026 Inset – school closed 
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Tuesday, 21 July 2026 Term ends 2pm 

Wednesday, 22 July 2026 Inset – school closed 

Thursday, 23 July 2026 Inset – school closed 

Term Dates for 2026/2027 

Autumn Term 2026 

Tuesday, 1 September 2026 Inset – school closed 

Wednesday, 2 September 2026 Term begins 

Monday, 26 October - Friday 30 October 2026 Half term 

Friday, 27 November 2026 Occasional day – school closed 

Friday, 18 December 2026 Term ends 2pm 

Spring Term 2027 

Monday, 4 January 2027 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 5 January 2027 Term begins 

Monday, 15 February to Friday, 19 February 2027 Half term 

Thursday, 27 March 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Summer Term 2027 

Monday, 12 April 2027 Term begins 

Monday, 3 May 2027 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Monday, 31 May to Friday, 4 June 2027 Half term 

Monday, 7 June 2027 Inset – school closed 

Tuesday, 20 July 2027 Term ends 2pm 

Wednesday, 21 July 2027 Inset – school closed 

Thursday, 22 July 2027 Inset – school closed 

 

School Noticeboard 



 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



Family Lives Workshops 

 

  



 

  



 


